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President’s Message 
by Steve Gasperson 

 
 
Dear Community Members, 
 
The Holidays are upon us.  The Entire staff 
and Board of Directors along with all of our 
volunteers want to wish you & your families a 
very Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year!! 
 
There has been a lot of hard work going on in 
our community that I wanted to recognize.  

Big thanks to our Finance Committee who put in many hours of work to get this huge 
task done.  Special thanks to our Chairperson John Eicholz, John volunteers many hours 
leading this effort. 
 
We were very fortunate through the Firesafe council in obtaining $35,000 in Grant 
Monies that we are using to cut down dead or diseased trees throughout our greenbelt 
areas.  We are also planning a chipping program soon. 
 
Our entire Board of Directors worked hard to put together an agreement to purchase 
the West Ramp Property.  You will hear more information on this in an article written by 
Chris Qualls. 
 
Our Maintenance & Code Staff just finished crack sealing the road from the Gate House 
to our Miniature Golf Course.  Great Job by all of them.  They are also working hard to 
get our community ready for winter. 
 
Volunteers- We owe so many of our Community Members a huge Thank You for all of 
the hours they volunteer.  All the committees, along with all the Community Events. In 
saying that, WE ARE in DESPERATE NEED of new volunteers.  Get involved in our 
community.  Join a committee help at a function.   
 
We are all so blessed to either live here full time or come here as your vacation home.  
It is so important that all of us keep our properties in good condition. Our CC&R’s spell 
out clearly what we are all responsible for.  If your home needs painting, or clean up or 
whatever it might be we ask you to please work with our ARC committee and get these 
things done.  We will be enforcing these rules and want to work with any homeowners 
that may need some guidance or a bit of time to get anything done that might be in 
need of repair or cleanup. 
 
I wish you all a Safe and Happy Holidays! 
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Treasurers Update - 2017 OSCA Budget 
By Rod Olguin 

  
  

Holiday Greetings to all! Tis the season for budget considera-
tions. Every November, the Board of Directors and Finance 
Committee complete their annual review and analysis of the 
Association’s projected operating expenses and income for 
the current and coming year. All Oak Shores members recent-
ly received a copy of the 2017 Operating and Reserve Budg-
ets, approved by the Board of Directors at its November meet-
ing as required by law. 
  

The Finance Committee begins its work on the budget each 
summer. The discussions focus on various current and projected budgetary impacts 
such as lake level, anticipated capital and reserve spending, employee costs, and al-
ways looks for potential cost savings. Specific considerations this coming year includ-
ed the need to fund the higher cost of water and fire hydrants, a lift/elevator to pro-
vide access to the Clubhouse meeting room, the desire to hire a part-time staff to co-
ordinate association events, and fund the second payment due under an option 
agreement to purchase the West Ramp and Maintenance Yard property. The Commit-
tee and Board held a joint open session workshop in November to review the pro-
posed Budget, Reserve Study and supporting documentation. Overall assessments 
for 2017 will increase by $166 per lot. This represents an increase of 9.6% from 
$1,730 in 2016 to $1,896 in 2017.  Overall, the Operating budget for 2017 projects 
expenses will exceed revenues by approximately $61,000.  The Board anticipates 
that carryover funds from 2016 will be sufficient to fund the Operating budget deficit 
in 2017.  
  
The Board faced unusual and substantial increases in costs this year. These came 
from the Nacimiento Water Company where the cost of water nearly doubled and the 
cost for the Association’s fire hydrants rose from $80,000 per year to $180,000 per 
year. These costs were absorbed in the current fiscal year using available carryover 
cash from 2015 but the operating budget could not sustain the recurring cost without 
the increase in the annual assessment. Otherwise, projected 2017 revenues and ex-
pected savings from 2016 would not have required any additional increase.   
  
After lengthy consideration including legal consultation regarding handicapped ac-
cess requirements, the Board concluded it is in the best interest of the Association to 
improve access to the meeting room on the second floor of the Clubhouse.  The esti-
mated cost of $40,000 to construct a lift or elevator has been included in the Operat-
ing budget for 2017.  This capital cost did not affect overall assessments and is fund-
ed in Operations by an offsetting reduction in Reserve assessments for 2017. 
          (Continued on next page) 
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 Treasurers Update—(Continued from previous page) 
Regarding the Reserve Fund, the Board opted to continue its five-year commitment 
to bring the targeted funding level of its Reserves to 75% of full funding by 
approving a $40 annual increase per lot. The Reserve Fund is the Association’s 
savings that have been set aside to pay for the maintenance, repair and 
replacement of the Association’s common and personal property. The largest 
components in Reserve inventory are the periodic overlay and micro-surfacing of 
our roads and the eventual replacement of community docks.  Other Reserve 
inventory components include maintenance and repair of our buildings and 
community grounds and replacement costs for vehicles and office and other 
equipment.  
 
In a related but separate action, the Board adopted a resolution at its November 
meeting to enter into a lease/option agreement. The option agreement provides for 
the acquisition of the West Ramp and Maintenance Yard. In December, the Board 
approved a recommendation of the Finance Committee to initiate the first of three 
$85,000 payments for the west ramp, prior to the end of the current fiscal year. 
The Board decided to retain in Operations $85,000 of the planned final quarterly 
deposit to the Reserve Fund to make the initial payment. This will reduce the 
projected year-end funding percentage for Reserves from 78% to 75%, still within 
our targeted funding range. Funded by an offsetting reduction in Reserve 
assessments, the cost for the second payment for the purchase of the west ramp 
of $85,000 is included in the 2017 Operating budget.  
  
Your voice in these matters is important. Each year presents new and challenging 
fiscal issues to address. I encourage anyone who wishes to participate on the 
Finance Committee to contact the Office for an application. If you would rather 
simply attend its meetings, the regularly scheduled meetings occur at 10 am in the 
Library on the Thursday before each month’s Board Meeting. Please let your voice 
be heard. If you have any questions or concerns let our management, Finance 
Committee or Board know.  

Notice 
General Manager Search 

 
After a great deal of contemplation, the Board of Directors has relieved Tom 
Reber from his position as the General Manager of Oak Shores.  Stephanie 
Dayton, Asst Manager, will be filling in as the interim manager during this 
transition period. We are starting the process over to hire a new manager.  We 
are advertising the position immediately and hoping to fill the position by 
March 2017. If you are interested in the General Manager position, please 
send your resume and cover letter to info@oakshores.us no later than January 
31, 2017.   
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Improving  Communication with Our Members 

By Stephanie Dayton, Assistant Manager 
 
 

As many of you have hopefully noticed, in 2016 our office 
has worked hard to improve our communications with our 
Members and expand our participation in social media.  We 
began our effort with our mass email system (Oak Shores           
E-News) as a way to get information quickly and less 
expensively to all owners full and part time.  In all these 
emails, we include links to our website www.oakshores.us so 
that people can easily access the forms and flyers that are 
posted on the website, and have all of the latest information 

directly.  If you have never received one of our  E-News emails please contact our 
office to add your Email address to our  list by calling 805-472-2233 or emailing 
info@oakshores.us .  
 
The great majority of the population has expanded their communication beyond 
email to many new forms of social media such as Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat, 
and others.  We have focused on Facebook for improved and expanded 
communication. Please check out our Oak Shores Facebook Page as a source to 
get regular news and information on a wide range of important and fun activities 
and topics related to Oak Shores.  During the Chimney Fire and evacuations our 
owners relied heavily on these Facebook real time updates, since all other types of 
communications were unavailable or too slow.  
 
The community FaceBook is: https://www.facebook.com/
TheOfficialOakShoresCommunityAssociation/ Like us today.  
 
We do plan to continue improving communications with all of our Members in the 
near future with new technologies and the use of surveys, questionnaires etc.  We 
value your opinions and encourage all members to  participate in these new forms 
of communication and share your feedback , information and ideas.  
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When the word shredding is mentioned, what comes to mind? Is it the 
snowboarder on the slopes shredding the snow off the run? That’s why they have 
been called shredheads. Is it when you are shredding sensitive documents through 
the shredder. Shredding to protect from identity theft. I learned that one of the 
most exciting uses of shredding is when Van Halen is on stage with a world famous 
Kramer guitar and “shredding” a wild rock and roll solo. Pic your excitement! 
 
Where can you find a history of the latter? Right here in Paso Robles at Gary 
Kramer Guitar Cellars. Gary and Laura 
Kramer have long embarked on creating 
a Guitar Museum of the world famous 
Kramer guitars and two other important 
components. Great handcrafted wines 
and olive oils. Recently I had the 
pleasure of visiting the Linger, Longer, 
Lounge on Riverside to tour the museum 
with all of the guitars on display, to taste 
some incredible wines, and taste rare 
Italian varietal olive oils. Gary and Laura 
are phenomenal hosts with passion and great storytelling by Gary. My favorite is 
about his 1969 SS Camaro and a specific guitar on display, (a photo of the 
Camaro) and the surprise from his wife Laura on his 60th birthday. The winery has 
added a new destination for Paso Robles Wine touring adding to the history of rock 
and roll, wines, and olive oils. They have a full commercial kitchen and are 
available for intimate tasings to larger groups with the comfort and layout of the 
museum. If you come just for a visit, you have to have Laura prepare a special 
cheese plate to compliment your wine and olive oil pairings; she makes her own 
bread baggets that are wonderful. 
 
As is my custom, I select a few wines to review that impress me the most. Since 
this is small production producer, you will have to visit if you wish to experience 
them. I do reccommend that you taste all five varietals to establish your own 
favorites. In order of my cork rankings I will review the three starting with lower 
corks moving into the high scoring corks. 
 
2013 Tempranillo, Estate 100%, 13.8% ACL. The nose offered an aroma of white 
chocolate, mild spice and a hint of nutmeg. This is a hearty Tempranillo of the 
Spanish heritage. While it is full bodied, it is mild in tannins allowing the  
       (Continued on Next Page) 
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Dan in the Vines—Continued from page 6) 
 
flavors of fruit to wrap around your taste buds, that is the dark berry, red plum, and some leafy 
tobacco spice, with a finish of minerality. The wine has a medium viscosity that makes for an 
excellent choice with meaty dishes or red sausce meals. Price point is at $32 per in limited 
production. I am scoring the Tempranillo at 8.1 corks out of 10. 
 
2003 Cabernet Franc, Estate 100%, 14% ACL. This nose showed raspberry, cherry and 
strawberry in that order. A very pleaseant prelude to taste. This varietal is common to the 
Bordeaux and Loire regions of France but has been well received here in the North County of 
Paso Robles. The Cab Franc has been produced in that traditional style giving a true 
experience. The flavors of the dark fruit remind me of lingenberries, ruhbarb and blackberries. 
The finish has a zingy effect on your palate with very low tannins allowing the flavors to “linger 
longer”. Would be great with some wild fowl and pork, or slow cured ham. Price per is $38 a 
bottle with limited availability. I award this wine 8.2 corks out of 10. 
 
2013 Syrah Estate 100%, 14.2% ACL. The color of this Syrah is a Papal purple showing an 
aristocratic appearance. The nose throws off almonds and black fruit aromas. Before I tasted 
this I said, “heaven can wait” because I had great anticipation. I was not disappointed. As 
expected the tanned saddle leather, the white pepper spice and very fruit forward and anise 
came through. The finish combined a tangy red orange from the higher tanins, but did not 
interfere with the flavor bursts. This would be best served with grilled choice steak and even 
some venison, or an exoctic buffalo burger! Very limited at 20 cases. Price per is at $48 but so 
worth it. I enthusiatically award this wine 9.3 corks out 10. 
 
I must mention the Lacrime Di San Miguel, Tears of Saint Michael, olive oil made from the 
estate Castelvetrano olives. The finest only here. This would be a wonderful experience during 
the holidays, and I encourage you to linger longer in the lounge. They are open on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday from 11am -5pm. Riverside Drive just north of Derby Winery. 

Lease/Purchase of the West Launch Ramp and Maintentance Yard 
(Continued from page 12) 
 
Think about what it would be like if all the members who now use the West Ramp beaches 
were displaced and they had to move over to the main ramp area. We simply don’t have the 
space to make that work. For a mere $300 from each lot owner we could own this land forev-
er. That’s about the cost of a nice bottle of wine and a good dinner. What would it feel like to 
be restricted to only the paved area of the ramp and the few parking spaces in the upper lot 
area? No more walking family & dogs on the beach? What about a gate that restricts access to 
even the paved ramp during certain hours? You can see that new owners on Saddle Way have 
already started fencing to restrict access in other areas. I believe this  will continue if OSCA 
does not secure ownership of the property 
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 2016 
Events 

VOLUNTEERS MAKE IT HAPPEN 
MONTHLY BUNCO 

FATHER’S DAY 
FUN DAY 

MEMORIAL DAY BBQ & DANCE 

2 PAINTING PARTIES HELD 

HOLIDAY 
BOUTIQUE 

SWAP MEET  
PLUS  AN ART SHOW 
WAS HELD TOO! 
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HONORING FIREMEN WHO 
SAVED OUR AREA..AND THEY 
THANKED US  

HONORING OUR OWN FIREMEN STATION 34 

WEEKLY 
POOL 
POT-
LUCK 

ANNUAL KID’S 
FISHING    
DERBY 

4TH OF 
JULY 
PAN-
CAKE 
BREAK-
FAST 

EASTER EGG HUNT  & HALLOWEEN SCARECROWS 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING & 
GOLF CART PARADE 

MORE  
2016  
EVENTS 
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Firewise Committee Update 

By Bob Dietz 
 
We wish each of your families the very best of the holiday season.  The Firewise posting 
on the Main Gate bulletin board is very timely, “Fireplace safety, clean your chimney flu”.  
A clean flue could prevent a chimney fire during the busy fireplace season. 
 
We have “chipping” time donated to Oak Shores by GOLDEN WEST TREE SERVICE on 
January 17th.  Put your branches at the curb close to that date so the tree crew can 
easily reach the branches.  More details by email as the date approaches.  Thank you 
again to GOLDEN WEST for the donation of time and personnel.  If you need tree work, 
consider GOLDEN WEST. 
 
Open fires are banned in the campground as approved by the Board.  If you have a fire 
pit at home, keep the fire small and it must be covered with a grate (as stated in the 
bylaws).  Be safe. 
 
Training for Oak Shores residents and landowners is planned;  Firewise is setting up 
seasonal training at Oak Shores by Cal Fire and the American Red Cross: (1) Community 
Emergency Resource Training (CERT) by Cal Fire.  This is a 3-hour training session, which 
we hope to set up on a weekend right after the first of the year.  There is no cost for this 
training; (2) CPR and First Aid training by the American Red Cross held at Oak Shores.  
This will be set up for a Saturday, time 9:00-12:00, 12:00-1:00 lunch, and 1:00-3:30.  
The cost of the training is $80 per person.  Each person will pay a minimum of $30 for 
the training.  Firewise will pay the remaining $50.   You may donate more to help offset 
Firewise’s cost for the training and the lunch; (3) Fire extinguisher check.  Firewise will 
invite a fire extinguisher company to the Labor Day BBQ to check our fire extinguishers, 
refill at your cost, and sell new fire extinguishers. 
 
Firewise is also completing an evacuation procedure and a “Ready, Set, Go” for your 
refrigerator.  This will come to the Board for their approval in December. 
 
Our next scheduled meeting is Monday, January 30th at 2 PM in the Clubhouse Library.  
This is an open meeting and all are welcome. 

Firewise Tip  -  Clean Your Chimney 
 

Our Oak Shores Volunteer Fire Department now has a chimney sweep. This device has 
three different size wire brushes and several 4 ft pole extensions that will work for 
most chimneys. It is available for free upon request for any Oak Shores Owner who 
would like to clean out their chimney. This is especially an good idea if the 
homeowner has a wood burning fireplace and the chimney has not been cleaned in a 
long time. If anyone would like to use it, you can pick it up any Wednesday morning at 
9am when the Auxiliary is working in the Firehouse or call Sam McKibbin 637-7315, 
Gerry Main 472-9630 or Bob Sutherland 674-7883 and they will get it for you. 
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RIGHT IN YOUR OWN BACKYARD 

by Cathy Anding Wolfe 
 
I remember when I was growing up, my best friend lived next 
door.  The fence between our backyards had a knot hole and 
we would communicate by speaking through the knot hole, 
and watching each other with one eye.  All of the events of the 
day, the exciting things at school (we went to different schools 
until high school) the good things, the bad things and 
everything in between were all relayed through the knot hole in 
our backyard fence. And always the question “can you come 
out and play?”   We felt so good and it was shared in our 
backyard.   

 
Now, that the end of the year is rapidly approaching, I was reflecting on all of the 
things that happened this past year in Oak Shores, and I thought of how it was 
communicated to everyone.  Some Facebook, Instagram, or texting...even phone 
calls or that the neighbors here actually waved & stopped to talk to one another!  
There are virtually no fences with knot holes!  Your backyard neighbors were ready 
to help or celebrate...and the volunteers do “get ‘er done”! Even the visitors joined in 
or were helpful, and were concerned for their neighbors and friends here.  We had 
monthly events, holiday events, kid’s parties and dad days...and food. We had swap 
meets and boutiques & weekly movies too. We thanked firemen, managers, pastors 
and volunteers ...and more food too.  We had friend gatherings like graduations, 
birthdays, some bought new boats & lake toys, some retired, some had big parties 
and celebrations and more food. Some neighbors became parents and 
grandparents, some became “empty nesters”, some traveled the world with other 
O.S. neighbors, some traveled the states, and some just traveled between their 
primary home and their Oak Shores home.  Some “not so great” events, like a BIG 
fire, were experienced this year, --- health issues, the loss of a family member, a 
friend, a pet, a pastor, a job, income...loses of all kinds. But personally I am so 
thankful for the past year of gatherings, events, family, friends, new neighbors, all 
neighbors, health, the fire and everything in between.   Why? Because it brought 
everyone together, and GOODNESS came from the events.  
 
So, at this time of year, take a moment to think and reflect about your Oak Shores 
community this past year , what you participated in, what you missed out on, or if 
you could have helped in some way. Share your pictures, share your thoughts, and 
share your special gifts & talents with your community of Oak Shores.... for the 
question for 2017 is “can you come out and play”?  And, check out the pictures that 
show some of the events that occurred in your fabulous playground...there is always 
something going on.  Afterall, your friends are here, your neighbors are here...there’s 
no fences and no knot holes, and Oak Shores is your playground!..... and it’s  Right in 
Your Own Backyard!    
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OSCA  Agrees to a Lease Purchase of the West Launch Ramp  

and Maintenance Yard Property 
By Chris Qualls 

Dear Members,  
 
As a follow up to the last newsletter article about purchasing the West Ramp I wanted to apprise 
you of the current status. The Board of Directors was able to successfully negotiate an Option 
Agreement that allows us to purchase the West Ramp and surrounding property over three 
payments or approximately three years. Upon the third and final payment, permanent ownership 
transfers to Oak Shores. Additionally after the final payment of the West Ramp, we have the option 
to purchase the Maintenance Yard/Sewer Plant property in the same fashion over two years.  A 
future Board will assess whether or not it makes sense to purchase the Maintenance Yard property 
as the Option time horizon nears. 
 
The Board of Directors & Finance Committee is aware that another dues increase on the heels of 
the water & hydrant fee increase [$126.00] and the final Reserve Fund increase [$40.00] may 
present a hardship for some members, therefore no additional dues increase or special assessment 
was approved in an effort to minimize the impact. The Board will continue to explore ways to fund 
the remaining Option Payments in a dues neutral manner by seeking improved efficiency over time. 
Now that we have secured the right to own the West Ramp property after our third payment, there 
are a few things our membership needs to keep in mind until the final payment is made: 
 
· Until formal transfer of the property ownership, the Harrel ‘s still own the land. OSCA members 

should be respectful of the Harrel’s and our easement: 
· Minimize excessive noise, do not trespass, drive vehicles quietly and safely, clean up trash and 

debris, etc. 
 

The Board is very excited that we could find a way to secure the West Ramp and eliminate future 
litigation hassle and cost defending our easement rights. It also formally expands our right to use 
the surrounding beach property that our members currently enjoy. Feel free to ask questions or 
discuss with our Board in open session, via-email, etc  

 
Reprinted from the September Oak Leaves 

 
As our Past President, Randy Gillenwater, mentioned in his last newsletter article, the owner of the 
West Ramp property recently made a decision to sell the land parcel. The owner also recently 
adjusted the lot lines to encapsulate the most important areas used by our membership. Although 
the owner has been approached by other interested buyers, he feels strongly that Oak Shores 
should own this parcel as we have used it regularly for the past 20+ years. Therefore he has offered 
us the first right of refusal to purchase it. This offer is time bound as he wants to secure another 
buyer if OSCA is not interested.  
 
Most of our members assume that the West Ramp easement includes access to the beach areas. 
However, we only have easement to the upper level parking area and the actual paved ramp. If we 
were to pass on the opportunity to secure the property for our membership and the new owners 
restrict our access to the formal easement only, it would trigger a number of changes for our 
community, some of which are undesirable.  
         (Continued on Page 7) 
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Logos Holiday Shopping 
 

Don’t forget LOGOs this holiday season for your Oak Shores and Lake 
Nacimiento logo gear. Plenty of gift items to choose from for the last 
minute gifts. LOGOS has no regular hours this holiday season but 
your can call volunteers who will meet you at the store whenever  you 
want to shop. Call Sandy Rice 472-2804, Shari Sutherland 674-
7882, Nancy Feltman 472-2258 or Georgia Cordle 472-2775. Happy 
Holidays!! 
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Advertise In The Oak Leaves 
 

Join our wonderful group of Oak Leaves advertisers. 
¨ The rates remain the same for 2014. $35 for a single edition ad, $30 per ad for two editions and $25 per ad 

for all 4 editions during the following 12 months.  
¨ Ads are limited to a business card size containing whatever information the business chooses. 
¨ Contact Stephanie or Debbie in the OSCA office (472-2233) or Randy Feltman (472-2258) for more 

information and to place your ad. 
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Oak Shores Community Association 
2727 Turkey Cove Road 
Bradley, California 93426 
 
Phone—805—472-2233 
www.oakshores.us 

                   “GOIN’ FISHIN’”  by Kathy  Schaefer 


